
In late 2010, the University of A u ckland firs t  considered 
the feasib ility of u p grading it s  ou tdated s cience s ector 
b u ildings . The site w as  chos en for the new  b u ilding on the
corner of S ym onds  and W elles ley S treet s . This  b u ilding 
p roject  w as  fas t  tracked with ght  deadlines  (dem olion 
s tarted in late 2011  and the b u ilding w as  com p leted early
in 2013).in 2013).

The p roject  w as  contracted via A qu aheat  NZ Ltd, and it 
w ent  to E xp res s  S heetm etals  b ecau s e of their high qu ality 
m anu fact u ring of du ctw ork and u niqu e cap ab ilies  in 
S tainles s  S teel m anu fact u re.

D u e to the very tall vent  s tacks  requ ired, the engineering 
challenge p res ented w as  ideal for E xp res s  S heetm etals  to 
s how cas e their exp er s e cons tru c ng long p ip es  with les s  s how cas e their exp er s e cons tru c ng long p ip es  with les s  
p ip e s egm ent s .

A ccording to A qu aheat  Project  M anagem ent, “There w ere
50 s tacks  in total, a large nu m b er b y any m eans .”

W hy the large nu m b er of s tacks ? F u m e cab inet s  need to 
b e vented s ep arately to avoid incom p a b le chem icals  
m ixing, m aking the ins talla on of s om e du ct s  extrem ely 
com p lex. E xternally they w ere s tainles s  s teel, s p iral, and com p lex. E xternally they w ere s tainles s  s teel, s p iral, and 
fu lly s eam  jointed. E xp res s  S heetm etals  carried ou t  this  
job  effi ciently and p rofes sionally.

U n iversity of A u ck lan d , Facu lty of Scien ce Case Stu d y

Par cu lar significance w as  given to the long lengths  of 
du ctw ork requ ired for s tru ct u ral integrity – 9 or 12 m etre 
lengths . Les s  joint s  m eant  les s  room  for p rob lem s  with 
the b u ilding s tru ct u re. E xp res s  S heetm etals  have inves ted 
heavily in m achinery and the lates t  technology to ens u re 
fu ll cu s tom  m anu fact u ring cap acity. E xp res s  S heetm etals  
s u p p lied accordingly w orking to very ght  s u p p ly s u p p lied accordingly w orking to very ght  s u p p ly 
m efram es .

O n closing A qu aheat  s tate: “There w ere no delays , and 
they certainly deliver”.


